20                FOLK-DANCE OF MAHARASHRTA
Polygyny was common amongst the Marathas until it was
prohibited by a recent * enactment. The aristocrats took to
additional wives because it was considered fashionable while
to farmers, polygyny meant additional hands
The daily routine of both these classes amongst
the Marathas differ widely. The agriculturist gets up before
dawn and starts work by the time there is enough
light. At about nine his wife brings his breakfast and
lunch. Fomerly, this was the only time when the wife
could exchange a few sweet nothings with her husband since
young husband and wife talking together was considered in
those days as immodest and not becoming cultured people. After
breakfast he resumes work and carries on till about twelve.
He then takes rest for nearly three hours excessive heat being,
unbearable. He returns home by dusk.
The aristocrats on the other hand are generally late in
getting up; they are seldom in a hurry. Doing things in a
leisurely way is fashionable amongst them. Most of them
actually idle away their time. In the evening, they listen to
the reports from their tenants. Pa seating and smoking
Jmkka are their leisure-time activities. Neither men nor
women of this class indulge in any type of community
dancing. Virs and Dashavafars are the only individua-
listic dances in which persons concerned are compelled by
tradition to participate, even if they are unwilling. Some of
the educated persons try to avoid these performances, partly
because they have no faith left but chiefly because they think
it below their dignity. A few of them are interested in wrestl-
ing but many are inclined only to patronise the art. Hunting
whenever possible is practised with much enthusiasm.
The male section of the agriculturists, also, has few
dances, Lezim is the only dance in which they participate.
In few southern districts tipn dance is also performed.
The Marathas who belong to the Vdrkari cult participate
in the dintfl dance as well. They are, however, more interest-
ed in wrestling. They flock in numbers to fairs where wrestling
tournamen#? locally known as phads are held. They drink
generally oh bazar days, and on days of festivals, Smoking,
pipe- chilim is more common than pan-b